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Griefby Dr. Harish Sharma..

Advisor Ph.D Degree

[4]

Dr. Dech Sala sad demise at such an early stage was really shocking.
He was not only a very intelligent and deligent learner of the Punjab university at
the Master’s and doctoral stages of education but was also endowed with the
qualities of a very good human being which endeared him to all students and

teachers of Punjab university alike.

His zest for social reform was clearly visible in him which had its impact
on all his class fellows and friends. He maintained his relations with his teachers
and quite a good number of other university students even after leaving the
university after the completion of doctoral degree through regular yearly visits from

Thailand.

From his university of work in Thailand he maintained regular link between
not only two great universities but also two countries of world India and Thailand.
I feel deeply sad at his demise at such an early stage and pray for for peace and

divine abode to departed soul.

Dr Harish Sharma
advisor

Punjab university
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A Tribute to Most Venerable Dr. Dech Sala

9

The Dhamma journey began, during his admission at the Panjab University,
Chandigarh from where he completed his Ph.D. It was in this very period, the Bhante
initiated the foundation of the Ashoka Buddha Vihara at Khuda Ali Sher Chandigarh.
Venerable Dr. Dech Sala Bhante, an Eminent Scholar from Thailand and the then
head of Thai Students® Association was favoured by several virtues. He enjoyed a
personal relationship with all the residents of Chandigarh, India especially Barua
community Venerable Dr. Dech Sala Monk was a kind of pioneer and followed very
disciplined life and observed monastic rules. His inner loving-kindness for the

devotees, monks and visiting guests know no bounds.

His dedication to Dhamma activities, simple living, exceptional zeal for
undertaking adventurous Dhamma plans and programmes and above all his spiritual
power to win over other’s heart, have little equal in the present society. The
foundation of the Ashoka Buddha Vihar is just one of the instances of his multifarious
contributions. He was scientific in his approach and devoted his whole life in
promoting the teaching of The Buddha through practice of meditation. His interaction
with the Buddhist Scholars, Monks and religious leaders left a lifelong impact on
anyone who came into contact with him. His earnest vision was to set-up a ‘Centre
for Buddhist Studies’ at Ashoka Buddha Vihara, equal to best in Northern India and
to establish Meditation Centre to preach the art of divine love and compassion
through Vipassana. The Buddhist Association Chandigarh, under the overall guidance
of Venerable Dech Sala, provided an enviable ambience at the Ashoka Buddha Vihara
for a person of any nationality and religion to explore the mind and develop positive
qualities through study and practice the meditation based on the teachings of the
Buddha.
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The “Parinirvana” of Venerable Bhante Dech Sala has created an emptiness
and hole in our life and heartfelt grief for us all at Ashoka Buddha Vihara. We know
that hole must be filled with living but early in our grief experience it seems an
overwhelming task to figure out how to move forward in this Dhamma path without
our beloved Bhante JI. All the Dhamma Members of the Buddhist Association
Chandigarh, Ashoka Buddha Vihara, all the members of the Barua Buddhist

Community and residents of the Chandigarh, India

The Buddhist Association Chandigarh
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